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LIBRARY FURNITURE /Vever before have so many wanted 
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MISSI 


—_—_—_— 


designed into library furniture cooperatively 
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Living 


created by librarians, architects and engineers...distinc- 4 
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tively designed of wood and metal | flexibility 


Public 
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of materials for architectural treatments — 
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i School 


trimly styled for lightness... masterfully constructed {sei 


Truste 


for structural strength simple beauty invitingly 


gracious EM. «1:01 comfort for functional 


libr ary living A SEE DESIGNER LINE FURNITURE 
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'N BEAUTIFUL FULL COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS —ASK FOR FREE FOLDER LB760 


Li B RARY B U R EAU 2216 Sth Avenue N., Birmingham 3, Ale. 
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DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 1711 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans 13, le. 
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College libraries 


THE COVER 

On the fifieth anniversary of the 
Mississippi Library Association we 
salute its founders and first officers: 
Whitman Davis, upper left, president; 
G. F. Boyd, upper right, vice president; 
Iva May Young, lower left, secretary; 
and Mrs. L. M. Hunt, lower right, 
treasurer. Without their untiring ef- 
forts and devotion MLA would not 
have been founded in 1909. Because of 
their example, MLA is today a flourish- 
ing active, professional organization 
furthering the interests and knowledge 
of all librarians in Mississippi. 
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Treasurer _........................Alan Skelton 
Waterways Experiment Stn., Vicksburg 
ALA Counciler Mary Love 

Jackson Elementary Schools 

Parliamentarian Mrs. C. A. Doster 
Mississippi Library Commission Board 
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Our Sincerest Congratulations 


to the 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


on Your 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 


The Officers and Personne! of 


HOTEL HEIDELBERG 


feel privileged to headquarter the 
MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION 











October 22-24, 1959 


We assure you a warm 


welcome. 


Ask any employee for 


information or help. 


oe 


ARTHUR F. LANDSTREET ALVIN L. GRUBBS 
President Vice-Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 
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Golden Anniversary Convention 


Program Is Varied, Informative 


The fiftieth meeting of the Missis- 
sppi Library Association will get 
underway Thursday, October 22, with 
registration in the Victory Room of 
the Heidelberg Hotel, Jackson. 

If you have already returned your 
preconvention packet all you have to 
do is stop by the desk, give your check, 
pick up your tickets and your badge. 
Since there are several items to be 
yoted on by members only, be certain 
that you wear your badge. This applies 
to representatives for institutional 
memberships also. 

At the first general meeting at 7:45 
pm. Judge Leon Hendrick of Jackson 
will act as master of ceremonies and 
Dr. W. D. McCain, president of Mis- 
sissippi Southern College, Hattiesburg, 
will speak. 


Dr. W. Paul Brann, director of the 
newly established Industrial Research 
Center, will speak on “The Importance 
of a Growing Library in a Growing 
Community” at the trustees luncheon 
and business meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday in the Heidelberg Hotel’s Rose 
Room. The entire convention is in- 
vied to hear Dr. Brann. Dr. Brann 
came to Mississippi from the Universi- 
ty of Arkansas. He was educated at 
Arkansas State, Tulane University and 
the University of Virginia. He holds 
a Ph.D. in Economics. 
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The second general meeting, which 
begins at 9:00 am. Friday in the 





M.L.A. 











Victory Foyer will be given entirely 
to consideration of the suggested re- 
visions of the bylaws. The third 
general meeting, at 3:30 p.m. Friday 
also in the Victory Foyer of the hotel, 
will be a panel discussion of the li- 
brary’s role in education, presided 
over by Eleanor Phinney, Executive 
Secretary Adult Services Division, 
ALA. Six outstanding public admini- 
strators and librarians of the state 
will take part in the panel. 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Special section meetings, to which 
the entire convention is invited, in- 
clude a trustees luncheon and business 
meeting at 12:30 p.m. Friday in the 
Rose Room, at which Dr. Paul Brann, 
Director, Mississippi Industrial Re- 
search Center, will talk on “The Im- 
portance of a Growing Library in a 
Growing Community.” The college li- 
brary section will meet for breakfast 
8:00-9:00 a.m. Saturday in the Silver 
Room. There will be a building round 
table made up of Mississippi librarians 
who have had recent experience with 
building or remodeling and Dr. Charles 
Stone, Librarian, Mercer University, 
Macon, Georgia, will be chairman. 

From 11:00-1:00 the public library 
section will discuss “The Paperback 
in the Public Library” under the di- 
rection of Eleanor Phinney. At the 
same time school librarians will be 
having luncheon in the Silver Room 
with Mary Ann Stanback presiding, 
and the Special Library Section will 
be eating in Parlors A and B, after 
which Kenneth Cameron, Assistant 
Chief, Reader Services, Air University 


(Continued on Page 122) 
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Library, Maxwell Field, Alabama, will 
talk on photoduplication. 


Buffet Supper and Banquet 

At 6:30 Thursday there will be a 
buffet supper on the Heidelberg roof 
and on Friday evening at 8:00 there 
will be a banquet in the same location 
with Zachary Ball as featured speaker. 

Space does not permit an exhaustive 
rundown of convention personnel, but 
you may be interested in knowing that 
convention chairman is Martha Couty 
of the Library Commission; exhibits 
will be handled by Hope Reed of the 
same organization; and registration is 
in charge of Mary Ellen Guess, 
Elementary School Library Supervisor 
for Jackson City Schools. 


Miss Eleanor Phinney, Executive 
Secretary of the Adult Services Divi- 
sion, ALA, will preside at the third 
general meeting at 3:30 p.m. Friday in 
a panel discussion of the Library’s role 
in education. Miss Phinney has wide 
experience in public library work. She 
is author of Library Adult Education 
in Action and is also executive secre- 
tary for the Association of Hospital 
and Institution Libraries. She will also 
direct a discussion on “The Paperback 
in the Public Library” with the public 
library section. 
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Banquet speaker for MLA Conven. 
tion is Zachary Ball whose short 
stories have appeared in 27 American 
magazines and many foreign publica 
tions. He will use for his subject “Why 
I write for Teen-Agers”. Ball’s life 
reads as an adventure story itself. 
Born in a log cabin in the blackjack 
hills of Missouri, he quit school a 
the end of the sixth grade and began 
a series of jobs including working in 
a furniture factory, as a bellhop and 
as an actor. At 45, Ball decided to be 
come a writer after reading “Gone 
With the Wind”. Each morning at two 
a.m. he began his newspaper route in 
Austin, Texas, finishing at eight am. 
and stayed at his typewriter until six, 
all seven days a week for three years. 
Collier’s magazine bought his first 
story. Now he writes for many magz 
zines ranging from Saturday Evening 
Post and Esquire to religious youth 
magazines. 





Omitted from the list of members of 
Mississippi Library Association in the 
last issue were Gaylord Brothers and 
Miss Frankie Erck, both members in 
good standing. We appologize with a 
red face. 
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Dr. William D. McCain, president of 
Mississippi Southern College, will 
speak at the first general meeting of 
MLA at 7:45 p.m. Thursday, October 
2. Dr. McCain began his professional 
career aS an educator as a teaching 
fellow in history at the University of 
Mississippi in 1930. He was head of the 
department of mathematics at East 
Central Junior College and head of the 
social sciences department at Copiah- 
Lincoln Junior College. He later 
served on the faculties of Millsaps 
College and the University of Missis- 
sippi. Dr. McCain is the former di- 
rector of the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History. Among his 
publications are The United States and 
the Republic of Panama (1937), The 
Story of Jackson (1953) and a number 
of pamphlets. He also edited the Jour- 
nal of Mississippi History. 


Dr. Charles Holmes Stone, librarian, 
Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, 
will be chairman of the panel on build- 
ing or remodeling at the college library 
section breakfast at 8 a.m. Saturday. 
Dr. Stone is former president of both 
the Tennessee Library Association 
(1919-20) and the North Carolina Li- 
brary Association (1933-35) and served 
as president of the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association (1936-38). He re- 
ceived his education at the University 
of Georgia and the University of Illi- 
nois. 





To find fault is easy, to do better 
may be difficult—Plutarch 








Dixie Bookbinding Co. 


E. H. Young, Properietor 


Library Binding - - - Gold Lettering 


Ruling - - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH — DIAL FL 3-1483 — JACKSON, MiSS. 
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Welcome, MILA, On Your 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


It is a compliment that our Capital City has been selected as the host city 
for the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Mississippi Library As 
sociation. 


I am delighted to have the opportunity to bring a few words of sincere 
welcome to all of you. 


We are proud of Jackson and are glad that we have adequate facilities t 
our libraries are doing in making books available to their readers. 





We are proud of Jackson and are glad that we have adequate faciilties to 
take care of your convention needs. It is our hope that you will use them and 
that this will be one of the most successful conventions you have ever had 
Of course we will do everything we can for your comfort and pleasure, and we 











1 

hope that you will come back as often as you can, because we really want you - “0 
to visit with us. 

bold | 

ALLEN C. THOMPSON “ 

Mayor 3. 

4 

5 

WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 

Sale and Acquisition of - 

© Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, single volumes—all fields, all men' 

languages. = 

@ Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign. soci: 

follc 

@ Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign periodicals for 

@ Rare books in science and medicine. unti 


e All new books of U.S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York 


Branch offices: California @ England @ Germany @ italy 
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Bylaws Of Miss. Library Association 


The bylaws of the Mississippi Library Association provide that they may 
be amended at any regular meeting provided “the proposed amendment shall 
have been published in the official organ of the Association in an issue prior to 
the meeting and during the same fiscal year . . .” The Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee, composed of Eleanor Drake, chairman, Mrs. H. L. Alford, Mrs. 
¢. A. Doster, Irene Graham, and Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, is proposing a complete 
revision of the bylaws of the Association to be voted on at the annual business 
meeting in October, 1959. To comply with this requirement, the text of the 
proposed revision appears in the following pages. 

Eleanor Drake, the chairman, speaking for the entire committee, urges all 
members of the Association to study these proposed revisions before the October 
meeting and to attend the business meeting on Friday morning prepared to 
dseuss and vote on them. “In this way,” she said, “the rather tedious business 
of adopting the revised bylaws can be handled both more efficiently and in- 
telligently.” The committee will move that the revised bylaws become effective 
at the beginning of the next fiscal year. 


(The Constitution itself is unchanged. Bylaws rewritten completely. Where 
no comment follows there is no change. The committee’s comments are in 








bold face type.) 
Term of office 
Make-up of executive board 
Addition of advisory council 


Addition of student memberships 
Elimination of future life and honorary memberships 


BYLAWS 


ARTICLE I 
Officers and Government 

Section 1. 

A. The officers, except the parlia- 
mentarian, who shall be appointed by 
the president, shall be elected at 
regular annual meetings of the As- 
sociation. They shall take office on the 
following January first and shall serve 
for a period of one calendar year, or 
until their successors are chosen. (Two 
year term no longer necessary with 
the greatly increased membership. 
Good to have more people serving as 
officers. More people willing to serve 
for one year term. The change pro- 
posed in Section 3 of this Article pro- 
viding that the vice-president shall be 
president-elect insures that the incom- 
ing president will have some ex- 
perience in Association affairs prior 
to becoming president and will allow 
him to begin his term with an already 
organized program.) 
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B. In case of a vacancy in any office 
except that of president, the executive 
board shall designate someone to dis- 
charge the duties of the office for the 
duration of the unexpired term. 

C. No elective officer, except the 
treasurer, shall succeed himself, unless 
he has served less than one-half of a 
term. (New provision) 

Section 2. The president shall be 
the representative head of the As- 
sociation, shall appoint all necessary 
comittees, and serve as chairman of 
the executive board and the advisory 
council, and shall preside at all busi- 
ness meetings. 

Section 3. The vice-president shall 
be the president-elect, shall serve as 
program chairman for the annual 
meeting and shall in case of death, 
resignation or removal of the presi- 
dent become president for the re- 
mainder of the term. (See comment 
under Section 1, A.) 


(Continued on Page 126) 
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Section 4. The secretary shall keep 
a record of the attendance and pro- 
ceedings of each meeting of the As- 
sociation, the executive board and the 
advisory council. 

Section 5. The treasurer shall col- 
lect membership dues, record ll 
receipts and disbursements, and pay 
all bills on approval of the president. 
He shall make two reports—one at 
the annual meeting of the Association, 
and a second covering the fiscal year 
which shall be published in the official 
organ of the Association. 

6. The ALA councilor shall be 
nominated and elected in the same 
manner as the officers, but the term 
of office shall be as provided by the 
bylaws of the American Library As- 
sociation. The councilor shall act as 
liaison between the American Library 
Association and the Mississippi Li- 
brary Association. (New provision at 
suggestion of ALA). 

Section 7. The fiscal year shall be- 
gin January first and end on Decem- 
ber 31 of each year. 


ARTICLE II 
Quorum 
Ten percent of the membership shall 
constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of the business of the Associa- 
tion. 


ARTICLE III 
Executive Board 
Section 1. The executive board shall 


consist of the elective officers of th 
Association. The business of the As 
sociation shall be conducted by the 
executive board, .but the Association 
may, by a majority vote of those mem. 
bers present and voting override o; 
reverse the action of the executive 
board, or give mandatory instructions, 
Section 2. The executive board shall 
be responsible for the programs for 
all meetings of the Association and 
shall supervise the presentation and 
printing of papers and reports. 
Section 3. Members of the executive 
board may be reimbursed for actual 
expenses incurred in attending busi. 
ness sessions of the executive board. 
(Expenses for annual meeting not al- 
lowed as was formerly true.) 
Section 4. When, as provided in the 
library laws of the state of Mississippi, 
it becomes necessary for the Mississip- 
pi Library Association to recommend 
candidates for the Board of Commis. 
sioners of the Mississippi Library As. 
sociation, recommendations shall be 
made by the executive board in ac- 
cordance with the library laws of the 
state of Mississippi. (New provision. 
Formerly no provision for the method 
of doing this has appeared in the by- 
laws of the Association or the state 
laws.) 
Section 5. The majority of its mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum for the 
executive board, provided notice of 
the proposed meeting has been sent 


(Continued on Page 127) 





WELCOME, 
( BAPTIST \ 
( BOOK (N 

















MRS. O. M. JONES 
Manager 


tas &. 


( ~~ FeSRE Dee 1, 


LIBRARIANS 


PRESIDENT ST. 





(Continu 
to all i 
Secti 
be invé 
or pos 
emergé 





MISSISSIPPI 








Page 126 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 






(Continued from Page 126) 













a the to all its members. (New provision) 
he Asl section 6. The executive board shall 
by the be invested with the authority to omit 
tation or postpone state meetings when an 
- Mem mergency arises. (New Provision) 
ide or ARTICLE IV 
bcutive Advisory Council 
ction} section 1. There shall be an ad- 
d shallfyisory council made up of all section 
NS forf chairmen of the Association. 
nN andf Section 2. The advisory council shall 
N and} meet with the executive board at least 
. one time during the fiscal year, upon 
cutive} the request of the president of the 
actual } Association. 
' busi | (New body provided so that the 
board. | executive board can be in closer touch 
1ot al- | with the Association.) 

ARTICLE V 
in the Committees 
ssippi, | Section 1. The members of all stand- 
sissip- | ing committees shall serve concurrent- 
mend | ly with the administration. (Formerly 
mmis- | committees served 2 years, “their first 
y As} year of service coinciding with the 
ll be second year of service of the presi- 
n ac- § dent.”) 
f the Section 2. At the discretion of the 
ision. | executive board, committee members 
ethod | may be reimbursed for actual expenses 
e by: | incurred in attending committee meet- 
state | ings. 

Section 3. All standing committees 
mem- § shall make an annual report of their 
r the § activities at the annual meeting. (New 
-e of § provision) 
sent Section 4. The president shall 
127) appoint the following standing com- 
um | Mittees, and such other standing or 

special committees as may be neces- 
sary from time to time: 

(a) Constitution and bylaws 

(b) Membership 

(ec) Publicity 

(d) Scholarship 

(e) Nominating 
T (f) Legislative (state and federal) 

: (Awards and standards and planning 

P | have been deleted. It is not necessary 
that all standing committees be listed 

in the bylaws since this designation 

4a applies to their term of service rather 





ws 
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than to their compulsory status. Ac- 
cording to Robert’s Rules of order: 
“The committee may be either a ‘stand- 
ing committee,’ appointed for a de- 
finite time, as a session or a year; 
or a ‘special (or select) committee,’ 
appointed for a special purpose.”) 
ARTICLE VI 
Membership 

Section 1. Membership shall be of 
two categories: active and student. 

Section 2. Active members shall be 
individuals and institutions that have 
paid full dues for the current year. 

Section 3. Student members shall 
be full time students in library science 
classes on a college level. They shall 
pay one-half the individual dues and 
can not vote. 

Section 4. Individuals holding life 
memberships as of October, 1959, shall 
continue to do so, and vote, without 
paying dues. 

(Provision for student memberships 
is new. Position of institutional mem- 
bers has been clarified. See also Sec- 
tion 3 of Article IX. Future life and 
honorary memberships eliminated.) 


ARTICLE VII 
Dues 
Section 1. The annual dues may be 
set or changed at any annual meeting 
by a two-thirds vote of those members 
present and voting, any such change 
to take effect in the following calendar 
year, the amount becoming due and 
payable in advance in January. 
Section 2. The dues for student 
members shall be one-half the amount 
of the dues of individual active mem- 
bers. (New provision) 


ARTICLE VIII 
Sections 

Section 1. The executive board may 
authorize the organization as a section 
of any group of Association members 
who are interested in the same general 
field of activity. 

Section 2. Each section shall elect 
a chairman, a vice-chairman, a secre- 
tary and such other officers as it 


(Continued on Page 128) 
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deems necessary. These officers, ex- 
cept those of the school library section, 
who may be the same as those of the 
library section of the Mississippi Edu- 
cation Association, shall be elected at 
regular meetings of the Association 
and their terms of office shall coincide 
with those of the officers of the As- 
sociation. (Term of officers clarified 
and made consistent with the remaind- 
er of the bylaws and the situation in 
regard to the officers of the school 
library section has been made to con- 
form to the past practice.) 

Section 3. Section officers shall per- 
form the duties pertaining to their 
respective offices. A report of the an- 
nual meeting of each section shall be 
filed with the secretary of the As- 
sociation before the end of the fiscal 
year. A progress report shall be made 
at the annual meeting. (Last sentence 
is a new provision.) 

Section 4. Sections may adopt bylaws 
for their own use, provided they are 


not in conflict with the Mississippj 
Library Association constitution ani 
bylaws. (New provision) 

ARTICLE IX 
Nomination And Election Of 
Officers 

Section 1. The president of the As 
sociation shall appoint a nominating 
committee which shall present name 
as candidates for the offices to be 
filled; the consent to serve, if elected 
must be obtained from each person 
before the name can be presented by 
the nominating committee or from the 
floor. 

Section 2. The president shall als 
appoint tellers to conduct the election 
which shall be by ballot; if there 
should be only one candidate for a 
office, a vive voce vote will be taken 

Section 3. The voting body of the 
Association is composed of those in 
dividuals and one representative each 
of those institutions whose dues are 
paid and who hold active membership. 

(Continued on Page 123) 





Freedom depends upon an educated 
citizenry for survival, and our li- 
braries are an integral part of our 
educational system. Mississippi's |li- 
braries have played a vital role dur- 
ing the past half century in Helping 
Build Mississippi. 


Mississippi Power 


& Light Company 


HELPING BUILD MISSISSIPPI 
For Over A Third Of A Century 





The Story In A Nut-Shell . . 
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(Continued from Page 128) 
No person shall vote in more than one 
capacity. 
Section 4. A majority of the votes 
cast shall constitute an election. 
(New provision. There has never 
been any stated method for conducting 
nominations and elections.) 
ARTICLE X 
Official Organ 
The official organ of this Association 
shall be known as the Mississippi 
Library News. 

(Has never been in writing before.) 
ARTICLE XI 
Parliamentary Authority 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised 
shall be the parliamentary authority 

of this organization. 

(Has never been in writing before.) 
ARTICLE XII 
Amendments Of Bylaws 
These bylaws may be amended at 
any regular meeting of the Associa- 
tion by a two-thirds vote of those 
members present and voting, provided 
the proposed amendment shall have 
been published in the official organ 
of the Association in an issue prior to 
the meeting and during the same fiscal 
year, or provided that the proposed 
amendment shall have been sent to 
each member of the Association at 
least one month before its adoption. 
The bylaws may be amended at any 
regular meeting of the Association 
without prior notice, by a three-fourth 
vote of those members present and 

voting. 
(“And voting,” has been added for 
clarification.) 


New Information Bulletin 


Commissioner of Education Lawr- 
ence G. Derthick has announced plans 
for a new information bulletin, “Li- 
brary Research in Progress,” the first 
issue of which is scheduled for publi- 
cation in September. 

The new bulletin, which will be 
issued irregularly, will list and briefly 
describe individual and collective re- 
search projects in progress in all fields 
of library science. Current information 
for the publication is being requested 
from librarians, researchers, library 
organizations and associations, library 
schools, and research organizations. 

Forms on which to report library re- 
search information have been mailed 
to many library organizations and in- 
stitutions. Additional forms may be ob- 
tained from the Library Services 
Branch, Office of Education. 

The bulletin will be devoted primari- 
ly to research in progress on methods, 
techniques, developments, and surveys 
in library science and service. 

Copies of the new bulletin will be 
made available without charge on re- 
quest to the Library Services Branch, 
Office of Education, U. S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





A man is as big as the things that 
annoy him.—Anon 





The Student Library Assistants of 
Mississippi are having their annual 
meeting November 7, Central High 
School, Jackson. 








CONGRATULATIONS ON A HALF CENTURY 
OF REMARKABLE PROGRESS 


JOSEPH S. BRUNS 


Ponchatoula, La. 
Representing 


CHARLES M. GARDNER AND CO., SCRANTON 11, PENN. 
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MLN’s FOUNDERS 
LOOK 
TO THE FUTURE 


by BLANCHE McKOEWN 


The Mississippi Library Association 
was organized in Jackson, November 
1, 1909. 

At that meeting Whitman Davis was 
elected president; G. F. Boyd, vice 
president; Iva May Young, secretary 
and Mrs. L. M. Hunt, treasurer. 


Whitman Davis 


Mr. Davis came to what is now Mis- 
sissippi State University as librarian 
in 1905 and stayed for twenty years, 
before he transferred to University of 
Mississippi where he remained until 
his death, in 1953. 

He was president of MLA at various 
periods for a total of 15 years. He was 
a vice-president of Southeastern Li- 
brary Association 1926-28, and he 
served as chairman of the Mississippi 
Library Commission, 1926-33. 


George F. Boyd 

George F. Boyd, a native of Houlka, 
came to Kosciusko as superintendent 
of schools in 1894 and remained until 
his death in 1915. 

His goal was to have the best school 
library in the state, and before his 
death he had attained that goal. His 
efforts in behalf of the library had 
earned him the affectionate nickname, 
“Library Boyd.” 


Miss Iva May Young 


Miss Iva May Young is the only sur- 
viving member of the first meeting. 
She was born in New Hampshire and 
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received her training at the Spring. 
field, Massachusetts, Library Training 
School. She came to Mississippi in 
1908 as librarian at II&C, now MSCVW, 
where she stayed until 1912. Since that 
time she has been in New Hampshire 
and Vermont. 

At present she is enjoying retire. 
ment in Rockingham Falls, Vermont, 
where she devotes her time to home, 
church and community. 


Mrs. Lizzie Murry Hunt 


Mrs. Lizzie Murry Hunt was born in 
Ripley, received her library certificate 
from Earlham College, Richmond, 
Virginia and in 1900 was appointed 
librarian of University of Mississippi, 
where she remained until 1916, when 
she joined her children on the West 
Coast. It is interesting to know that 
during her tenure every member of 
the faculty had a key to the library 
and was free to take material without 
regulation borrowing procedures. 

The statement that Virginia Robin- 
son of MSCW made in regard to Miss 
Young might equally apply to all four 
officers of that first MLA, “To such 
librarians as you we continue to look 
for inspiration as new patterns of li- 
brary service unfold.” 





Contributions to the scholarship 
fund may be deducted from your in- 
come tax. Send checks to: Alan G. 
Skelton, Box 631, Vicksburg, Missis- 
sippi. 
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MLA’s First Half Century 


Compiled by 
The Historical Committee* 
Beulah Culbertson, Chairman 


Editor’s note: This is the first installment of a history of the development 
of the Mississippi Library Association, prepared by Miss Beulah Culbertson with 
the help of the members of the Historical Committee. The second part will 


appear in December issue. 


THE FIRST DECADE 


The Mississippi Library Association 
is celebrating its Golden Anniversary 
in 1959 for it was organized on October 
29, 1909, when eleven persons interest- 
ed in the development of library work, 
answered the call of Mr. Whitman 
Davis, librarian of A. & M. College, 
to meet in Jackson, for that purpose. 
Delegates were not present from some 
of the largest centers of the state, but 
plans were made for extension of the 
membership. 

The Association’s first half century 
has covered a period extending from 
the twilight of horse-and-buggy days 
to the dawn of celestial flight. On the 
threshold of new conquests, it is fitting 
to review some of the personalities and 
movements that have played a part 
in improving the professional status of 
librarians or aided library progress in 
Mississippi during the past five de- 
cades. 

In this brief history, it is impossible 
to name all the dedicated members 
and laymen who have given their time 
and money to help reach the goals of 
library service. But gratitude is due 
them, as evidence that the leadership 
of the Mississippi Library Association 
and its co-workers has borne readable 
fruit, is apparent on every hand. 

The names of only nine of the 
charter members of the MLA are 
known, as recorded by the late Mr. 
Davis, who has earned the title, “father 


*Miss Nannie Rice, Miss Anna Roberts, 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Miss Virginia 
C. Robinson. 
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of the MLA.” (MLN, Oct., 1941) The 
eight additional participants were: Mr. 
George F. Boyd, Supt., of Kosciusko 
Public Schools; Hon. J. N. Powers, 
State Superindent of Education; Miss 
Susie V. Powell, girl’s club leader; 
Miss Mattie Plunkett, state librarian; 
Miss Iva May Young, librarian of 
I. I. & C.; Miss Laurie Penn, librarian 
of Brookhaven Public Library; Mr. 
Conant, library trustee of Brookhaven, 
and Mrs. M. L. Hunt, of the University 
library. This small but representative 
group, including five librarians, two 
educators, a club woman who was also 
a civic leader, and a trustee, had the 
honor of serving as the nucleus of an 
influential organization hailed proudly 
by nearly seven hundred members, 
fifty years later. In 1959, and always, 
these farsighted founders will be held 
in grateful remembrance as coming 
generations continue to draw inspira- 
tion from their noble purpose. 

The new organization adopted a 
constitution and bylaws, and the first 
officers elected were: Mr. Whitman 
Davis, president; Mr. George F. Boyd, 
vice-president; Miss Iva May Young, 
secretary; Mrs. L. M. Hunt, treasurer. 
Mr. Davis was the only male librarian 
in the state for many years. 

Apparently, Miss Iva M. Young, first 
secretary, and surviving charter mem- 
ber, was really the keynote speaker 
for the years to come. This was re- 
vealed in her letter dated July 27, 
1959, Bellows Falls, Vt. 

“As I recall,” writes Miss Young, 
“I went to Jackson on the invitation 
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of Mr. Davis, who was the prime mover 
in the organization. At that time li- 
braries in the state were widely scat- 
tered and almost nonexistent in small 
communities. Mr. Davis wanted me to 
give an informal talk on the educa- 
tional advantages of making books and 
libraries accessible to the general pub- 
lic and the value of establishing li- 
braries in small communities through- 
out the state. The pleasant, congenial 
group discussed library problems.” 

Due to changes in the constitution, 
and to such circumstances as scarcity 
of librarians, funds, and transporta- 
tion, the Association has not always 
met annually throughout its history. 
And there have been only fifteen dif- 
ferent presidents so far. 

Struggle for survival characterized 
the first decade. There was no wide- 
spread interest in libraries in the state. 
The only law in effect, vaguely per- 
mitted municipalities “to maintain one 
or more libraries for public use, and 
to regulate the use thereof.” (1906 
Code, Ch. 94, Sec. 3361) 

The Association did not meet 
formally again until February 10-11, 
1911 at Houston, and this has been 
called the “first” annual meeting by 
some, the “second” by others. The first 
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session was held in the Houston High 
School, where a cordial welcome was 
extended by Professor Reed. Mr. Whit- 
man Davis, president, introduced the 
speaker of the evening, Hon. H. L. 
Whitfield, then president of Industrial 
Institute and College in Columbus, 
who presented an urgent plea for 
library extension. 

The second session, held in the 
Carnegie Library, first to be built in 
the state, was well attended in spite 
of inclement weather. A paper on “The 
Library Outlook in Mississippi” by Mr. 
Davis reviewed progress during the 
past year but pointed out a vast field 
of labor as yet untouched that called 
for united effort. This was followed by 
informal talks on library problems 
which were fully discussed by all pre 
sent. 

Mr. George F. Boyd was elected 
president, and Miss Young was re 
elected secretary. The final event of 
the meeting was a luncheon served by 
the ladies of the Houston Book Club. 

During the next four years, there 
were no formal meetings, but li 
brarians continued their efforts indi- 
vidually, especially Mr. Davis, who was 
always ready to visit a town to en- 
courage the establishment of a library. 

(Continued on Page 133) 
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In response to a call issued by Mr. 
Davis in December, 1915, librarians of 
the state met in the Carnegie Library 
at West Point, January 8, 1916, for 
the purpose of reorganizing the MLA. 
A new constitution was adopted and 
officers elected were: Mr. Davis, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Pearl Travis of Normal 
College, Hattiesburg, vice-president; 
Miss Lucy Heard, West Point librarian, 
secretary; Miss Beulah Culbertson, 
LI. & C., Columbus, treasurer. 


Inactivity of the Association had 
been due partly to the fact that the 
number of librarians was not sufficient 
to justify the effort to do organized 
work. But several libraries had been 
built since 1911, others were being 
erected, and interest in public libraries 
was increasing. 

The Whitman Davis survey, a “first” 
in Mississippi library history, entitled, 
“The Library Situation in Mississippi,” 
was begun in October 1915, and ap- 
peared as the July 1916 number of the 
A. & M. College Bulletin. This analysis 
served as a basis for state library 
planning and still serves as a basis for 
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comparison. With meager public li- 
braries begun since 1900 in only 18 
small towns, Mississippi ranked very 
low among the states making use of 
the library as a means of popular edu- 
cation. Said Mr. Davis, “It is almost 
criminal for a state to teach the child 
to read and then not provide good 
books for him to read.” 

In 1917, the Association held an an- 
nual meeting in Columbus, as an 
auxiliary of the Mississippi Teachers 
Association. A goodly number of. li- 
brarians attended, evidence of grow- 
ing interest in the work. 

On May 3, at 8:15 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, Dr. Carl H. Milan 
of Birmingham and the A.L.A., ad- 
dressed a general session on the topic, 
“Library Service, A Look Ahead” 
(MEA Proc. 1917, p. 26-31). He pre- 
dicted greater technological, commer- 
cial, and industrial services by public 
libraries, sparked by World War I, 
and stressed three essentials: a library 
commission, cooperation of teachers 
and librarians, legislative provision for 
county libraries. His address was fol- 
lowed by a reception at the college 

(Continued on Page 135) 
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with Miss Culbertson as hostess. 

On May 4, Dr. M. V. O’Sea, 
president of the University of Wis- 
consin spoke on “Everyday Traits of 
Human Nature” and “The Teenages”. 
At a morning session held in the 
LI. & C. Library reading room, the 
secretary read a paper by Miss Elsie 
Timberlake on “Library Extension as 
a Phase of Club Work.” 

Mr. Davis read the proposed library 
law, which met with the hearty ap- 
proval of all present, and he was urged 
to use every possible means to get the 
law passed. 

Exhibits were furnished by the 
N.E.A., N.C.T.E., A.L.A., New Jersey 
State Library, H. W. Wilson Company, 
Macmillan Company, and the Demo- 
crat Printing Company. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
were: Mr. Davis, president; Mrs. Pearl 
Travis, vice-president; Miss Lucy 
Heard, secretary; Miss Beulah Culbert- 
son, treasurer. 

Mr. Davis retired from the presi- 
dency in January 1918, so it is assumed 
that Mrs. Travis presided at the 1918 
meeting held in the Carnegie Library, 
Jackson, 2-4 p.m., May 3, when the 
association was again listed as an 
auxiliary of the larger MEA conven- 
tion. 


Dr. William D. McCain 
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It was during this first decade that 
the County Free Library Law was dis- 
cussed and endorsed by the MLA and 
the Teachers Association, until it was 
finally passed in 1920. But, as pointed 
out by Miss Nannie Rice of A. & M. 
College in her “Libraries in Mississip- 
pi” (L. J., Dec. 1, 1925), “the law was 
so worded as to make it practically 
ineffectual. Counties having an asses- 
sed valuation in 1919 of over $18,- 
000,000 are permitted to appropriate 
not more than $3,000 annually toward 
the support of one or more public 
libraries in the county. Only eight 
counties in the state can qualify under 
this law. The Association proposes to 
have the county law so amended that 
any county may take advantage of it, 
and further, to secure for the state, 
a library commission.” 

On May 2, 1919, the MLA convened 
in the Meridian Public Library, again 
as an auxiliary of the teachers meet- 
ing. The program was planned by the 
president, Mrs. Travis, to be of interest 
to public school and college teachers. 


Miss Culbertson talked on the college 
library; Mrs. A. K. Hamm on library 


legislation, Superintendent E. L. 
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Gertrude Rowzee 
(Continued from Page 135) 
Bailey of Jackson on “The Public 
School and the Library”; Mr. Glen 


Guffin from Camp Shelby on the camp 
library. 


THE SECOND DECADE 


In the 20’s, the MLA, now on more 
solid ground, began an era of planning 
for outstanding library development. 
Aroused interest among educators, 
trustees, civic clubs, women’s clubs, 
and librarians, plus the Carnegie in- 
stallations, resulted in greater library 
activity in the state and paved the way 
for needed library legislation. 

The next meeting was held at the 
Carnegie Library in Jackson, May 6, 
1920. Chief business was the decision 
to place the 6000 books, Mississippi’s 
quota from the war camp library, in 
the Extension Service of A. & M. Li- 
brary, the only traveling library sys- 
tem in the state with financial back- 
ing. 

Among the twenty or more librarians 
attending were Mrs. T. L. Bailey, Meri- 
dian; Miss Hall, A. & M.; Miss Mayes, 
University; Pro. Kiern, Millsaps; Dr. 
Rutland of Auburn, Divisional Director 
of A.L.A. 

Officers elected were: Mrs. A. K. 
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Augusta B. Richardson 
Hamm, president; Mrs. W. F. Marshall, 
state librarian, vice-president; Miss 
May McDowell, Okolona, secretary; 
Miss Hoyland Wilson, Clarksdale, trea- 
surer. 

In 1921, the convention, again held 
in connection with the Teachers As 
sociation, was called to order at 2 p.m, 
May 5, in the Meridian Public Library, 
by Mrs. A. K. Hamm, president. 

Mr. Whitman Davis was welcomed 
back to the Association. His discussion 
of the plight of the rural school ii- 
braries as greatly in need of super 
vision as well as materials, was follow- 
ed by his more encouraging paper, 
“History of Libraries in Mississippi.” 
At the close of the session he talked 
on “Library Service.” 

Mrs. W. F. Marshall reported that 
the “Books for Everybody” campaign 
had bogged down because of the un 
popularity of “drives” following the 
war. 

Mrs. Hamm reported on the South 
eastern Library Association meeting in 
Chattanooga and described how the 
County Free Library law was operat- 
ing successfully in Lauderdale County. 
Miss Culbertson, Mrs. Travis, and- Mrs. 
Bailey, reported on high school, nor- 

(Continued on Page 137) 
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mal and public libraries, respectively. 

Hon. Thomas L. Bailey, Representa- 
tive from Lauderdale County, spoke 
on “Library Legislation and How to 
Obtain It.” His advice was, “First of 
all, legislators must be educated about 
libraries.” 

Miss Nannie Rice’s report on the 
Service Bureau of A. & M. College was 
read by Mrs. Hamm and it was decided 
to advertise the service by sending 
out lists of books available to all coun- 
ty newspapers. 

Election of officers was as follows: 
Mr. Davis, Laurel, president; Miss 
Amanda Worthington, Greenville, vice- 
president; Mrs. W. F. Marshall, secre- 
tary; Miss Hoyland Lee Wilson, trea- 
surer. 

In 1922, the MLA held its sessions 
May 45 in the Hall of Representatives, 
and in the Galloway Memorial Metho- 
dist Church, Jackson, as a “kindred 
organization” of the MEA. Practically 
every library in the state was repre- 
sented. 

Librarians offering papers for lively 
discussion were: Mrs. A. K. Hamm, 
“Cooperation with Schools”; Miss Alice 
Mayes, “Work of the College Library”; 
Miss Beulah Culberston, “Recruiting 
for Library Service”; Mrs. Pearl 
Travis, “Library Instruction in Normal 
Schools”; Miss Harriette Person, “The 
County Library.” Mr. Davis read an 
account by Mrs. Humphrey of Ocean 
Springs, of the Vancleve Library 
situated ten miles in the country. Prof. 
F. P. Gaines, A. & M. College, spoke 
on “How to Get People to Read Good 
Books.” An out-of-state speaker was 
Dr. Henry M. Gill, New Orleans Li- 
brary, whose subject was, “Education 
for Citizenship.” 

The Association went on record as 
favoring some form of certification, 
for at this time there were no li- 
brarians in the state holding a degree 
in library science, and many were not 
college graduates. The Association felt 
the need for raising the standards of 
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librarianship in the interest of full li- 
brary development in the state. 

Mrs. Bailey was selected to recruit 
for MLA, Mrs. Marshall for ALA. Two 
amendments to the Constitution were 
proposed: “Membership dues for in- 
dividuals shall be $1.00; for institu- 
tions, $2.50, and the office of secretary 
and treasurer shall be combined.” A 
telegram of approbation was sent to 
SELA, signifying cooperation with 
other southern states in promoting its 
progress. That organization had its be- 
ginning in 1922. 

Officers elected were Mr. Whitman 
Davis, president; Miss Alice Mayes, 
vice-president; Miss Beulah Culbert- 
son, secretary; Miss H. L. Wilson, 
treasurer. 

With the largest attendance so far, 
the Association convened at M.S.C.W., 
in Columbus, April 12-13, 1923. Presi- 
dent Davis had urged teachers and 
trustees to attend. 
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Mr. L. W. Josselyn of the Birming. 
ham Public Library spoke on “The Re. 
lation of a Library to the Community”, 
and Mrs. Lizzie George Henderson, 
prominent club woman of Greenwood, 
spoke on “The Librarian and the Pub. 
lic”, both at an afternoon session held 
at the Chamber of Commerce in an 
effort to arouse interest in promoting 
a public library in Columbus. Other 
speakers were D. M. Key, Millsaps Col. 
lege, “The Librarian and the Human 
Touch”; Miss Nannie Rice, “The Pro. 
gress of Library Extension in Missis. 
sippi”’; Miss Nellie P. Johnson, Aber. 
deen clubwoman, “What the Library 
Can Do For The Community.” Others 
participants were Arthur S. Emig, 
recently returned from Europe, and 
Miss Laura Hall, A. & M. College, 
who presided at the Book Review ses- 
sion. Contributors from local schools 
were: Prof. L. G. Painter and Mrs. C. 
N. Brandon, M.S.C.W., Prof. H. H. 
Ellis, Columbus City Schools. 

Delegates were dinner guests of the 
college and tea guests of the Faculty 
Club. Chief result of the meeting was 
action taken toward securing a library 
commission. Mr. Davis was re-elected 
president, Mrs. T. L. Bailey, vice 
president, Mrs. Edith Gillespie, Green- 
wood, secretary-treasurer. 

It was decided to hold the 1924 meet: 
ing in conjunction with SELA, but no 
record of a meeting has been found. 
The SELA decided to meet in Ash- 
ville instead of Biloxi, which may have 
prevented cooperation, with the result 
of no meeting. 

In 1925, the convention was held in 
Hattiesburg, Nov. 19-20, with Mrs. 
Pearl Travis, college librarian, as hos- 
tess. The need for a library commis 
sion continued to be stressed as Miss 
Essae Mae Culver, Secretary of the 
Louisiana Library Commission, 
brought the key-note address, “What 
a Library Commission Could Do for 
Mississippi”, followed by “More Li- 
braries for Mississippi”, by R. H. 
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Reese of Hattiesburg, and “The Un- 
developed Resources of Mississippi”, 
described by G. S. Harmon, also of 
Hattiesburg. 

Other significant speeches, all de- 
livered in the auditorium of College 
Hall before the student body as well 
as the delegates, were, “Mississippi 
Needs Trained Library Workers”, by 
Miss Tommie Dora Barker of Atlanta; 
“The Value of a Community Library 
Survey” by Miss Alice James of 
A. & M. College. The literary touch 
was added by Miss Alma Hickman of 
Teachers College, Hattiesburg, when 
she discussed, “Modern Tendencies in 
American Fiction” at the closing ses- 
sion. 

Community interest aroused by the 
meeting did much toward establishing 
the Hattiesburg Public Library. This 
was the first convention where public 
libraries were better represented than 
the schools of the state. 

An act of great significance to li- 
brary development in Mississippi in 
1925 was the decision of the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs to work 
for a library in every county. Libraries 
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were opened in McComb and Canton. 
A two-story building including an audi- 
torium, replaced the first free public 
library in Mississippi in Biloxi built 
in 1898 by the King’s Daughters and 
originally stocked with 100 volumes. 
A $50,000 Carnegie Library was built 
at Millsaps College. The Eastman 
Memorial Foundation Library in 
Laurel completed its $100,000 addition 
with museum facilities. A Tupelo li- 
brary movement was started. The 
Clarksdale Public Library made his- 
tory with its book wagon method of 
county library extension. 1925 was a 
wonderful year. 

The Association met in 1926 on Dec. 
2-3, Jackson, during the session of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Beulah Culbertson 
was Chairman of a Round Table on 
High School and College Libraries. 

1926 marked the beginning of the 
realization of a dream when the legis- 
lature passed an act creating the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission. The three 
ex officio members were: Mrs. W. F. 
Marshall, state librarian; Miss Susie 
V. Powell, president of the Mississippi 
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State Federation of Women’s Clubs 
and Mr. Whitman Davis, president of 
MLA. Two members appointed by the 


Governor were: Mrs. Charles A. Neal, 
Carrollton; and Mrs. Joe E. Norwood, 
Magnolia. On call of the Governor, the 
members met in Jackson, August 26, 
and organized by electing Mr. Davis, 
chairman, Miss Susie V. Powell, secre- 
tary pro tem. 

No money was appropriated to carry 
on the work, so, for the time being, 
only limited library assistance could 
be given. Meanwhile, Mr. Davis, with 
the backing of the Association, worked 
for legislation to include the commis- 
sion in the next biennial budget, and 
to provide for a full-time director. 

At the 1927 meeting held at the Uni- 
versity, Oxford, Nov. 10-11, the Associa- 
tion outlined a program that empha- 
sized to the legislature and to the pub- 
lic, vital reasons for the estabilshment 
of libraries. Miss Julia Wright Merrill, 
secretary of the ALA Extension Com- 
mittee, was the keynote speaker. Local 
participants were: Dr. W. N. Lowe, 
state geologist; Dean A. W. Milden; 
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Dr. D. H. Bishop; and Dr. C. S. Sydnor. 
Round tables on library efficiency 
were conducted by Miss Hoyland L. 
Wilson, Clarksdale, and Miss Irene 
Holloway, Oxford. 


Officers re-elected were: Mr. Davis, 
president; Miss Beulah Culbertson, 
vice-president; Miss Anna Roberts, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Members of the MLA rejoiced when 
the legislature appropriated $5,000 for 
each of the years 1928 and 1929 for 
the support of the Library Commis- 
sion, and Miss Elizabeth Robinson, a 
trained worker from Sioux City, Iowa, 
was selected as the first secretary. This 
historic announcement may be found 
in the Library Journal of December 
15, 1928; “The Mississippi Library Com: 
mission has opened an office in Room 
501 of the Merchants Bank Building. 
Librarians, and any who are interested 
in the library work of the state, are 
urged to call there while in Jackson, 
or write to the Secretary, Elizabeth 
Robinson, at any time”. Already money 
was being appropriated for libraries 
in fourteen counties of the state. 
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The establishment of the Library 
Commission was an outstanding 
achievement of the twenties, but it 
was not brought about without the 
cooperation of interested organizations 
and hard work on the part of many 
loyal supporters. The State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, which embraces 
many groups of citizens, the State 
Teachers Association, the Mississippi 
Congress of Parents and Teachers; 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, and the Mississippi State Board 
of Development; all actively supported 
the drive for the Commission. Mrs. 
W. F. Marshall, state librarian, was 
an influential leader in the task of 
seeing the appropriation through the 
legislature. 

With the Commission beginning 
active operations in the state, the MLA 
turned its efforts toward the problem 
of library extension during the re- 
mainder of this decade. 

The Association met with SELA in 
Biloxi, November 7-9, 1928. Several 
Mississippi librarians, Misses Culbert- 
son, Rice, Roberts, and Elizabeth Rob- 
inson, members of the present His- 
torical Committee, remember attend- 
ing this meeting. At that time, Mr. 
Whitman Davis was one of the pre- 
siding officers, as vice-president of 
SELA. 

Miss Elizabeth Robinson, newly ap- 
pointed secretary of the Commission, 
contributed a paper entitled, “Main- 
taining Standards in Book Selection 
for the Elementary School Age,” along 
with such notables as Charles E. Stone, 
North Carolina College for Women; 
Mary U. Rothrock of Knoxville; Jack- 
son E. Towne of Peabody, and John 
Adams Lowe, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who 
spoke on “The Kingdom of Books.” 

Dr. Louis R. Wilson, University of 
North Carolina, spoke of the modern 
library as “an institution making for 
saner life and broader culture,” a state- 
ment to be remembered. ‘‘Let’s 
imagine vividly, let’s work out and 
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follow a constructive program, let’s 
plan in accord with the best national 
standards,” was his challenge to state 
library associations. 

The meeting in Jackson, November 
21-23, 1929, the first in Jackson since 
the Library Commission had become 
active, was an occasion for celebration. 
Resolutions were adopted commending 
Miss Robinson’s work and suggesting 
that the legislature be asked to in- 
crease the yearly appropriation to 
$10,000. The offer of the Rosenwald 
Fund to allocate $2500 annually for 
two years for commission work if 
matched by the state, was approved. 
The need for school libraries to meet 
the standards of the Southern Associa- 
tion and the necessity of changing the 
County Library Law to include more 
counties, were leading topics discussed. 

Principal speakers and their subjects 
were: Miss Emily Miller, Chicago, 
“Libraries as Agents of World Peace”; 
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In This Fast Moving Age Librarians and Their Patrons 
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mation f 3 
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The entire work completely and consistently revisea to make every item 
strictly up-to-date. 1388 new pictures, maps and graphs—942 in color. 656 
new, revised or rewritten articles. Complete new article on ALASKA as a 
state with the usual Compton state treatment. Brilliant newly rewritten and 
reillustrated article on SPACE TRAVEL. 
No increase in price. Write for special library prices and terms. 

Send for FREE teaching unit on Alaska and teaching guide for The Study 
of Space Beyond the Earth. 


F.£. COMPTON & COMPANY 


Macon Building Mrs. Jane Sample, Manager Jackson, Miss. 
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by LURA G. CURRIER 


Money is not everything in library 
development and service. Indeed not! 
The desire of people to read, their be- 
lief in the importance of books, a 
climate of acceptability for library ser- 
vice, careful planning, wide participa- 
tion, wise administration, knowledge- 
able operation, native ability, acquired 
skills, efficient management —all are 
prerequisites to producing good library 
service. But immediately on top of 
this bedrock foundation must be piled 
MONEY. 

It may be laudable and noble — 
although this is open to question—to 
attempt to build libraries without 
means, but it is practically impossible. 
Book jobbers do not make deliveries 
on devotion; worn out bookmobiles do 
not respond to affection, nor will new 
ones run without gasoline; cast off 
Victorian furniture does not produce 
an effect that impresses the prospec- 
tive industrialist with the town’s up- 
todateness; donated books gleaned 
from attics do not supply answers to 
young—or old—inquiring minds. 

All of which is by way of saying 
that the time has come when Missis- 
sippi’s library service must have 
money if it is to develop soundly and 
effectively. 

The Mississippi Library Commission 
is asking the Budget Commission and 
the State Legislature for a biennial 
appropriation of $420,000. The amount 
was determined as follows: 

In 1958-60 the Library Commission 
had $565,387 
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Of this, the State provided $192,000 
Of this, the Library Services Act 
provided $373,387 

Library Services Act expires June 

30, 1961; Mississippi’s remaining share 
of LSA funds will be $193,061 

To maintain present rate of public 

library development, the State must 
provide $372,326 

To begin service to state institutions, 

we need $47,674 

Making a total request of the State 

Legislature for $420,000. 
~ * « 

The $420,000 request is based on 

answers to these questions: 

1. How much money will be needed 
to maintain the present level of 
development? What will it take to 
pick up where the Library Ser- 
vices Act leaves off? (The LSA 
expires in the middle of the com- 
ing biennium, June 30, 1961.) 

. Of the state’s total resources what 
can it afford to spend on its li- 
braries? 

. What is the stake of the public 
libraries in the total educational 
picture of the state? 

. What contributions do libraries 
have to make to the industrial, 
cultural and educational strength 
of the state? 

. Has the impact of help from the 
Library Services Act been suffi- 
cient to support the wisdom of an 
appropriation large enough to con- 
tinue until the job is done? 
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6. Did we deserve the help we re- 
ceived from others via the federal 
funds? 


. Is the professional knowledge and 
organizational structure of the 
Commission and of the state’s 
public libraries sufficient to spend 
this much money wisely and ef- 
fectively? 

When LIBRARY JOURNAL quoted 
the Director of the Mississippi Library 
Commission as replying to the ques- 
tion: “What effect has the Library Ser- 
vices Act had on Mississippi?” with 
this comment: “We have developed li- 
brary service with and without money; 
it is easier with money” almost the 


entire story of the advent and effect 
of cold cash on libraries was told. 
With the convening of the Missis. 
sippi Legislature in January 1960 and 
in the budget deliberations of the 
municipal officers and county boards 
of supervisors will be found the answer 
to: what kind of public library service 
does Mississippi want? Will we con. 
tinue at the rate of improvement we 
are making or do we go back to rag. 
tag books and the run-down libraries’ 
The $$$$ will make the difference. 





“But when I tell him he hates flatter. 
ers, 

He says he does, being then most 
flattered.”—-Shakespeare 





Congratulations To Us; Best Wishes To You 


To be sure, one does not congratu- 
late the bride when a marriage takes 
place. It is the groom who is to be 
congratulated; the bride rates “best 
wishes” instead. 

That’s the way it is in the “marriage” 
between the Mississippi Library As- 
sociation and the Mississippi Library 
Commission. As the Association cele- 
brates its golden anniversary, and as 
we reflect on the union between the 
state library agency and this organi- 
zation, we realize that it is indeed the 
Commission who should be congratu- 
lated on the opportunity for such 
pleasant association and such effective 
and willing help in the business of 
building library service for Mississippi. 

Those who have seen your numbers 
grow from a handful of hardy, devoted 
souls to a 700 strong organization have 
also seen the state agency move from 
a peanut stand, almost-unheard-of- 
member of the state’s family to an 
effective force in library development. 
Those two things are so completely 
interrelated that no one could sort 
them out—and no one would wish to. 
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Their strength and significance lie in 
a coadunation wherein each maintains 
its identity while they blend their pur. 
pose. 

There is a long, long list of things 
for which the Library Commission 
would like to say “thank you” to the 
Library Association: Constant and 
vigorous support of the legislative pro- 
grams; help in interpretation of the 
needs of libraries and of the methods 
and techniques being used to develop 
them; patience and understanding by 
the members and their officers of the 
many, many occasions when the Li- 
brary Commission has been unable to 
meet the demands made on it as quick- 
ly and efficiently as we all would have 
wished. The list goes on. Shall we 
leave the real appreciation to be ex- 
pressed by the more than a million 
Mississippians who enjoy better library 
service largely because the Mississippi 
Library Association has worked toward 
that end for a half century? 

And of course—best wishes and 
many, many happy returns of the 
years! 
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School Library Workshop At Miss. Southern 


The 6th Annual School Library 
Workshop was held at Mississippi 
Southern College during the week of 
June 15-20. The theme of the confer- 
ence was “Library Resources: Audio- 
Visual Materials.” Mrs. Iris Bass 
Owens, director of Instructional Ma- 
erials, Bay County Schools, Panama 
City, Florida, was consultant. Specia- 
lists in the field of audio-visual ma- 
terials helped to demonstrate the 
principles and processes underlying 
the selection, processing and use of all 
such materials. Book exhibits were on 
display for examination by the partici- 
pants. 

The workshop, co-sponsored by Mis- 
sissippi Southern College Department 
of Library Science and the State De- 
partment of Education, was attended 
by 23 librarians. They were: Mrs. Lillie 
Mae Aycock, Forest; Mrs. C. C. Bare- 
foot, Poplarville; Mrs. Hugh V. Britt, 


Brookhaven; Mrs. Merble A. Dukes, 
Raleigh; Mrs. Maurine Estes, Mississip- 
pi City; Miss Helen Eubanks, Sallis; 
Mrs. Bessie Mae Fike, Lucedale; Sister 








Sulast Adenine | 





Mary Helen Battaylia, Jackson; Mrs. 
Lucille Kelly Ivy, Raleigh; Miss Bettie 
Jones, Brandon; Mrs. C. D. Luckett, 
Vicksburg; Mrs. Jessye Leflore Miller, 
Lucedale; Mrs. Willard Mitchell, 
Poplarville; Miss Yuba Pylant, Purvis; 
Sister Mary Rita Davidson, Vicksburg; 
Mrs. Mary Emma Smith, Yazoo City; 
Miss Velma Ruth Smith, Braxton; Mrs. 
Mary Snowden, Lucedale; Mrs. Albert 
Stuart, Poplarville; Mrs. J. L. Tate, 
Lexington; Miss Ada Walker, Tyler- 
town; Mrs. Zetha Wright, Carthage. 








CONGRATULATIONS 


to 


MISSISSIPP! LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


On The Occasion Of Your 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
600 Magazine Street 


New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
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Mrs. Howard Urges 


Attendance At MLA 

Mrs. Martha Howard, president of 
Special Libraries Section of MLA, 
urges all special librarians to be pre- 
sent for the convention in Jackson. 

“Our Special Libraries Section 
luncheon at the annual meeting is to 
be on Saturday morning, October 24 
at 11 at the Heidelberg Hotel. Lunch 
is to be followed by a talk on Photo- 
duplication by John Kenneth Cameron, 
assistant chief, Readers Services of the 
Air University Library, Maxwell Air 
Force Base. The meeting will be open 
to anyone interested in attending. We 
do hope a majority of our special li- 
brarians will be there.” 


ATTENDS ALA 

Mrs. Ruth Baxter, Veterans Ad- 
ministration Center Library in Jack- 
son, Mrs. Ruth Scharr, librarian at 
Keesler Air Force Base and her as- 
sistant, Beth Love, attended the ALA 
meeting in Washington, D. C. which 
included a workshop for VA librarians. 


TECHNICAL LIBRARY 
BUILDING REMODELED 


The Technical Library Branch x 
Keesler Air Force Base has undergone 
a complete remodeling. “For a year 
and a half it has been housed in q 


building we were ashamed to show as 
a library,” says Mrs. Ruth Scharr, “but 
an unbelievable job of renovation has 
just been completed.” 

The unceiled walls have been ceiled, 
the bare unpainted wood floor has 
been covered with attractive green 
asphalt tile and the interior has been 
painted in two attractive shades of 
green with white ceilings. New shelv. 
ing has been added, fluorescent lights 
have been installed and the entire 
place has been rearranged into a most 
attractive library. Much of the credit 


for the transformation goes to Mrs. 
Edith Everett, Technical Librarian 











Some of the busiest librarians in the state right now are the special 


librarians at the Mississippi State Board of Health Library in Jackson. They 
are settling into their new quarters in the Felix J. Underwood State Board of 
Health Building. Miss Louise Williams, (right), shows many of the quarter's 
new features to a new public health staff member. Here she points out the 
special index tools available for getting articles wanted from the more recent 
periodical literature. A special feature is the attractive section provided for 
pamphlet-size literature. These are cataloged in the main catalog in the same 
detail as books are filed in the pamphlet trays alphabetically by author. 
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Through The Schools 


by 
MRS. MARY EMMA SMITH 


Mississippi can be proud of the pro- 
gress made among its libraries during 
the past school session. More librarians 
are genuinely interested. Attendance 
at MLA has definitely increased while 
the students rush to the SLAM and 
regional meetings. Recruitment of 
new librarians is on an upsurge, and 
the whole educational system shall 
feel the change. 

Mrs. Annabelle Koonce Crowther 
reports a lounge in her new H. V. 
Cooper High School Library at Vicks- 
burg. Annabelle was one of the 14 
librarians chosen for the Who’s Who 
of American Women, 1959. 

Mrs. Mary Emma Smith received 
notice that her article, “What’s My 
Title,’ and the accompaning picture 
of the cast will be published in Junior 
Libraries during National Library 
Week this year. 

Mrs. Merble Dukes, teacher-librarian 
for the White Oak School in Smith 
County, teaches Junior and Senior 
High School English in the library. 
Since Mrs. Dukes does not have a 
library-study hall situation, she plans 
to catalog the materials in the library 
this year for the 100 students in high 
school. 

The Tremont High School Library 
moved to a new building in May, 1959. 
The library has new equipment, a con- 
ference room, a work room and ample 
shelf space. Mrs. J. L. Tate, librarian, 
anticipates a very busy and happy year 
for herself as she sets the new library 
in use and for the students as they 
use the new materials. 

During the 1958-59 school session, 
Mrs. Oliver Wright, teacher-librarian 
at Walnut Grove High School, com- 
pleted the cataloging of the high 
school library. The library room is 
located across the corridor from the 
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study hall where a study hall super- 
visor is in charge. This year Mrs. 
Wright plans to make the library more 
attractive by using more posters and 
exhibits on special days and events 
through out the school year. 


Velma Smith, librarian, Harrisville 
Attendance Center, reports that poster 
making is a great joy and inspiration 
to the student assistants. One idea 
they developed was “What Shall I 
BE?” with biographies of people in 
varied professions. Another idea was 
“Climbing The Ladder of Success With 
Books.” With this they displayed book 
jackets of resource materials. The boys 
of Harrisville enjoy Popular Science 
and Popular Mechanics. They have 
been able to make wonderful exhibits 
for agriculture and interesting pro- 
jects for fun. 





THE WORLD BOOK 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 


1959 Edition 


Continuous Revision 


See June 15, 1959, issue of “The 
Booklist and Subscription Books 
Bulletin” for latest review. 


For further information, write: 


MISS KATE BAXTER 


P. O. Box 1225 
Jackson, Miss. 
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Lauren Rogers Library 
Has New Staff Member 


Nell Davis of the Lauren Rogers 
Library and Museum of Art in Laurel 
has added a new member to her staff, 
Mary Blount Montgomery. She re- 
ceived her B. A. degree from Randolph 
Macon and her B. S. in Library Science 
from Columbia University. 

Billy Ford, a young Laurel artist 
who did his work at Memphis Academy 
of Arts, taught the children’s art 
classes at the Laurel library this sum- 
mer. Amorita Gordon, another staff 
member, usually teaches the classes. 

The Library recently presented an 
exhibit of the children’s paintings, 
milk carton art and ceramics. 


VA Hospital Receives 
Encyclopedia Britannica 


The Veteran Administration Center 
Library in Jackson, through the efforts 
of the service officer of the Disableq 
American Veterans, has received, 
without cost, a new set of the EN. 
CYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA, 1958 
copyright. The set proved to be the 
only source of reference when a ques. 
tion on transistors arose a few weeks 
ago. The article in BRITANNICA ap. 
swered the question. 





Economy is in itself a source of 
great revenue.—Seneca 





Howard Haycraft, president of The H. W. Wilson Company, presents a John 
Cotton Dana Publicity Award to Mrs. Ruth D. Scharr, librarian, Keesler Air 
Force Base, Biloxi. 
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Old Capitol To Be Made Into Museum 


by 


CHARLOTTE CAPERS 


On February 16, 1959, work began on 
the restoring of Mississippi’s historic 
Qld Capitol building in Jackson. The 
restoration will be the third phase in 
the eventful life of this venerable 
building. Begun in 1833 and completed 
around 1840 at a cost of approximately 
$350,000, the splendid Greek Revival 
building was used as the capitol until 
1903, when the New Capitol was built 
to meet the demands of the expanding 
government. The Old Capitol was 
leased for a number of years to the 
State Fair Association, but was aban- 
doned for some years prior to 1916. In 
1916 it was rescued from decay by an 
at of the Legislature, and was re- 
modelled to house state offices. From 
that time until February, 1959, the 
State Board of Health has made its 
headquarters there. 

On December 11, 1958, the State 
Building Commission, of which Gover- 
nr James P. Coleman is chairman, 
acepted the low bid of Robert C. 
Crouch and Company, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, in the amount of $1,498,000, to 
restore the Old Capitol in accordance 
with the plans and specifications of 
Overstreet, Ware and Ware, architects 
for the restoration. With the addition 
of the architect’s fee, the total cost of 
the current project will be $1,617,948. 
This allocation was approved by the 
State Building Commission. 

The Old Capitol, when restored, will 
be used as a state historical museum, 
to be administered by the Department 
of Archives and History. This will add 
an entirely new and separate function 
to the Department’s program. The of- 
fies of the Department of Archives 
and History will remain in the War 
Memorial Building, and the Depart- 
ment will add to its administrative 
duties the direction and planning of 
the museum. The museum will be, in 
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effect, a division of the Department. 

The Department employed Dr. 
Arnold B. Grobman, director of the 
Florida State Museum, as consultant in 
planning the Mississippi museum. Dr. 
Grobman, former president of the 
Southeastern Museums Conference of 
the American Association of Museums, 
was consulted by Miss Capers in plan- 
ning personnel requirements for the 
museum as well as technical museum 
facilities and museum layout. 

Restoration will include strengthen- 
ing the building structurally, replacing 
the crumbling stone and worn stucco 
exterior, replacing the worn copper 
dome with copper sheathing, and re- 
storing the building to its original 
interior plan. The interior will con- 
tain four restoration areas, by direc- 
tion of the State Building Commission. 
These areas are the rotunda, the Gov- 
ernor’s Office, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and the Senate Chamber. 
The rest of the building will be used 
as a state historical museum, with 
space for exhibits, collection files, 
work rooms, a museum laboratory, and 
staff offices. It is planned that civic 
and patriotic groups may use the 
House of Representatives for meetings 
and lectures. 

Although the allocation of $1,617,948 
for the restoration does not include 
funds to equip and staff the museum, 
it is expected that the Legislature at 
its next session will make an adequate 
appropriation for the operation of one 
of the South’s major museums. 

If this is done, Mississippians and 
tourists will be able to grasp a general 
knowledge of Mississippi history by 
taking a leisurely stroll through the 
126-vear-old building. Well-planned ex- 
hibits arranged in chronological order 
will acquaint the visitor with every 
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stage in the development of Mississippi 
from the early archeological eras to 
the industrial expansion of today. The 
history lesson will take Mississippi 
through its occupation by the Indians, 
French, English and Spanish, into 
territorial days and early statehood, 
through the ante-bellum period and 
the years of Civil War, through Re- 
construction and finally to modern 
times. 


The proposed Mississippi museum 
program will include lectures, tours, 
changing exhibits, loan exhibits, spe- 
cial exhibits, modern display techni- 
ques, films and recordings, all design- 
ed to provoke interest in the history 
of our state. It is believed that such 
a state historical museum will serve 
not only as a top tourist attraction, but 
will also serve as a stimulating and 
unifying force among Mississippians, 
proud of their state and proud of its 
history. 


Actual responsibility for the various 
phases of this tremendous project are 
as follows: The restoration is under 
the direction of Overstreet, Ware and 
Ware, architects. The overall authority 
in the restoration is the State Build- 
ing Commission, of which Governor 
Coleman is chairman and Gene Yelver- 
ton is secretary. All orders are by di- 
rection of the State Building Com- 
mission, and the contractor, Robert C. 
Crouch, has bid on the specifications 
of Overstreet, Ware and Ware as ap- 


proved by the State Building Commis. 
sion. 

Planning for the museum is under 
the direction of the Mississippi State 
Department of Archives and History, 
of which Miss Charlotte Capers is ¢ 
rector. Funds to equip the museum 
will be reauested from the State Build. 
ing Commission, and funds to staff the 
museum will be requested from the 
State Budget Commission. The Missis. 
sippi State Legislature must eventual. 
ly provide whatever funds are ap 
propriated to implement the museum 
program. 

Allocation of space in the Old Capitol 
Restoration is under the direction of 
the Capitol Commission. The Governor 
is chairman of this Commission, and 
the Hon. Heber Ladner, Secretary of 
State, is secretary. The Capitol Com 
mission recommended to the Building 
Commission that no allocation of space 
be made until the needs of the museum 
are met. This was so ordered by the 
State Building Commission. 

NOTE: Funds for the restoration of 
the Old Canitol were allocated by the 
State Building Commission from a 
bond issue authorized by Senate Bill 
1930, Laws of 1956. 





For the first time since the passage 
of the Library Services Act in June, 
1956, Congress has appropriated the 
full $7,500,000. Mississippi’s share for 
the current fiscal year is $193,061. 
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Whether you wish the “large eco- 
nmy size” or the “small, precious 
package”, you can find them both on 
the staff of the Mitchell Memorial Li- 
brary at Mississippi State University. 
Here we have, we feel sure, the largest 
and smallest librarian in the state. 
Forrest C. Palmer, the Director, stands 
6 feet 5 inches tall; while Nell Croft, 
the latest addition to the Circulation 
Department, reaches a bare 4 feet 10 
inches. 

Compartively speaking, the Big Boss 
weighs approximately 165 pounds more 
than Nell and wears a shoe 11 sizes 
larger. Petite little Nell wears a size 
5 dress (when she can find one). It 
takes a size 46 extra long suit to cover 
the Director. 





New Library 

A new library for Southwest Mis- 
sissippi Junior College at Summit, 
is in the planning stage, accord- 
ing to Miss Frances Murry, librarian. 
Malvaney and Co. of Jackson and 
Roger Barrett, associate of McComb, 
are the architects. It is hoped to finish 
the building by the summer of 1960. 
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MILLSAPS GRADUATE 
AUTHORS BOOK 


The Millsaps-Wilson Library takes 
pride in displaying the latest book 
written by a graduate of the college: 
“Voice of the Deaf, a biography of 


Edward Miner Gallaudet”, by Maxine 
Tull Boatner. She is a native of Jack- 
son whose major concerns since gra- 
duation in 1924 have been teaching, 
writing, and earning degrees, an M.A. 
from Gallaudet College and an M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Yale University. 

Mrs. Boatner is a member of that dis- 
tinguished group of Mississippi women 
writers who continue their interest in 
their home state and in each other. 
She is a friend of Cid Ricketts Sum- 
ner, who also is a graduate of Mill- 
saps, and of Frances Westgate Butter- 
field, whose connection with the col- 
lege is hereditary, so to speak, she 
being the great niece of Major Mill- 
saps. 

Miss Butterfield, who hails from 
Brookhaven, has lived and written and 
taught in New York City for a number 
of years. She is a poet, a book critic, 
the author of-a book for children, a 
discerning collector of things literary, 
and, a friend of the Millsaps library 
to which she has presented a fine 
collection of autographed books by 
Mississippi authors. 





Blue Mountain College 


Guyton Library has acquired the 12 
volume set, “Great Centuries of Paint- 
ing”, published by Skira, a gift from 
the family of Miss Elizabeth Robinson, 
instructor in Art at Blue Mountain 
College, 1919-1938. The student library 
lounge has been furnished with com- 
fortable chairs, a _ table-desk, floor 
lamps and mirror. Additional periodi- 
cal stacks will be added next. 
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MLA‘s Greatest Contribution 


Question asked of college librarians: 
What has been the Mississippi Li- 
brary Association’s greatest contribu- 
tion during its first 50 years? 
7 ~ ” 

Unselfish leadership which en- 
couraged librarianship as a career and 
stimulated the development of library 
service in the state-——Eleanor Harkins. 

* * * 

Obviously one contribution of the 
MLA has been to provide a common 
meeting ground for members of the 
profession in the state where problems 
of mutual interest and concern could 
be discussed.—Forrest C. Palmer. 

” ~ * 

To one who cannot attend MLA 
meetings, the Mississippi Library News 
is the greatest contribution because it 
gives me a proud sense of the state’s 
awakening to the need for modern li- 
brary service and provides a means 
of measuring each library’s progress 
by comparison wtih other's in the 


state—Mrs. Florence F. Taylor. 
oe * a 


Through the efforts of MLA, li- 
brarianship has been established and 
recognized on a par with other pro- 
fessions in the educational field in 
Mississippi—Frances Murry. 

~*~ - * 


In sum, I think that the MLA has 
contributed most to the development 
of libraries. This isn’t as simple as it 
sounds. Specifically, I think the sup- 
port in development has come from 
two sources. The first was the organiza- 
tion 6f the Library Commission. The 
second was the participation in the 
Southeastern Library Survey, followed 
by the Mississippi Library Survey, 
which was an outgrowth. Gretchen 
Schenk, of course, conducted the sur- 
vey and developed the pattern. But 
behind this primarily was the Commis- 
sion, as I see it—Dr. Sykes Hartin. 

a * + 

The MLA has held to the belief— 

and it has given demonstrable proof 
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in many instances—that: 1. Librarian. 
ship really is a profession, with all tha 
the term implies. 2. Libraries really 
are part and parcel of public educ; 
tion at all levels. As a result of the 
association’s stand, many public of. 
ficials and educators in the state now 
share its convictions and others give 
lip service, at least, to it—Bethany ¢. 
Swearingen. 
ca * + 

The raising of library standards 
throughout the state. Since I became, 
member of MLA in 1931, I have seen 
the standards rise consistently and 
progressively every year as I have at- 
tended the meetings.—Mrs. Josephine 
H. Alexander. 

* + * 

Improving the professional status of 
librarians—helping to estabilsh the Li- 
brary Commission, these have been 
achievements of the MLA.—Mrs. Ger. 
trude Rowzee. 

« + ? 

MLA’s “never -say-die” spirit has 
moved mountainous obstacles from the 
path of adequate library service, some. 
thing to be proud of at the golden 
milestone.—Beulah Culbertson. 

* * * 

The unified strength of MLA has 
enabled it to exert great influence for 
the improvement of the library situa. 
tion in Mississippi and to raise the 
professional status of all librarians. 

—Mrs. D. L. Williams 





“I hold every man a debtor to his 
profession, from the which, as men of 
course do seek to receive countenance 
and profit, so ought they of duty to 
endeavor themselves, by way of 
amends, to be a help and ornament 
thereunto.”—BACON 

This quotation which is familiar to 
us from its regular use in Publishers’ 
Weekly was used as the theme of his 
inaugural address at ALA by the new 
President, Benjamin E. Powell, of 
Duke University. 
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“TO SEE THE QUEEN!” 


by 


Eleanor Harkins 


“what is the purpose of this visit?” 
was the question on the application 
plank. The same question was asked 
ty the courteous Canadian official in 
the Customs Office, phrased as “From 
Mississippi—what are you doing way 
up here?” 
“To see the Queen is the real rea- 
son”, I replied. “Shall I write that in 
this space?” 
“Are you serious?” was his next 
question. Upon assuring him I was 
serious, and furthermore that my 
traveling campanions were from Mis- 
sissippi and Key West, Florida, and we 
had planned our vacation as to time 
and place to coincide with the Queen’s 
visit to Canada, he gave us the red 
carpet treatment. He told us just what 
to do and where to go and sped us 
on our way to Brockville, Ont., Canada. 

We spent Friday afternoon, June 26, 
at Alexandria Bay, cruising the intri- 


cate waterways of the U. S. and Canada 
on one of the 14 modern tour boats. 
We spent the night at one of the 80 
motels in the area and ate at one of 
the 125 restaurants. If a dense fog had 
not prevailed the morning of the 27th, 
we would have stayed on there to 
watch the Royal Yacht Brittania pass 
through the Thousand Islands with 
Queen Elizabeth and her Consort, 
Prince Philip, aboard. Instead, we de- 
cided to drive over the 1000 Islands 
Bridge, known as the “Scenic Skyway 
to Canada”, and hope for clearer skies 
on the Canadian side and for a look 
at the Queen in one of the small cities 
along the waterway route. 

The customs official told us the 
Queen would be in Brockville at seven 
that evening. She planned to tour the 
town, present an award to the Girl 
Guides, and return to the yacht for 

(Continued on Page 154) 
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the night. Brockville is a city of about 
20,000 population. We knew we were 
much more likely to get a good view 
of the Queen and her Prince Charm- 
ing in a small place so we drove 
straight ahead for Brockville. Even 
though the city was expecting the 
Queen, business as usual seemed to 
prevail. We paid a visit to the police 
department where a young sergeant 
advised us to get a omtel first, then 
to go to a certain parking lot and 
leave the car until after the Queen’s 
visit. The department expected 35,000 
people to come to Brockville before 
the day was over. Parking would be 
at a premium. The policeman drew a 
map to show the route of the Queen’s 
drive through the city. If we were 
willing to stand several hours at a 
certain spot, he advised, we could 
certainly see her. If we were willing 
to run from that point to a second 
spot he indicated, we might see her 
a second time. We exceeded the police- 
man’s expectations for we ran at a 
great speed and saw the Queen and 
the Prince not twice but thrice! 

“Was it worth it’?, my friends have 
asked. “Indeed it was,” is my standard 
reply. As a child I doted on tales of 
fairy godmothers, princesses, princes, 
kings and queens. Wars, cold wars, 
unrest, and changes marked the world 
during my growning years. In my 
adulthood, it was, a very heartening 
experience to witness the pageantry 
connected with a royal visit and to 
realize what the Queen symbolizes to 
the peoples of the Commonwealth of 
Nations. 

Nell Lawler of Cleveland, Mary 
Trevor of Key West, and I, enjoyed 
a very colorful day waiting for the 
hour of the visit. The town was beau- 
tifully decorated. Many of the flower 
arrangements were spectacular. 

Not only were our plans disrupted by 
fog, but the royal yacht was fog bound 
and the planned ceremonies were de- 
layed two hours. We spent the greater 
part of the afternoon in the lovely 
park on Block House Island, borden- 
ing the St. Lawrence. But at five o’- 
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clock the park cleared of people ang 
vehicles, for it was here the roy; 
barge would bring the Queen an 
Prince Philip from the Brittania 
the Yacht Club. We found a seat op 
the railroad tracks to await this o¢ 
casion, which was scheduled for 7:4 
p.m. Transistor radios gave the lates} 
information on the off again, on again 
schedule and of more fog. The largel 
friendly crowd were entertaining 
enough for us to forget the discomfo 
of heat, rain, and the hard narrow rail: 
road track seat. 

At 9 p.m. the fog lifted for a moment 
revealing the beautiful Brittania and 
her lights shining over the waters of 
the St. Lawrence. It glided in like a 
phantom ship! A welcome was shouted 
by the waiting thousands. I realized 
that I, too, was shouting. As though 
on cue, summoned by the cheers, the 
fog lifted and a shiny black Cadillac 
glided into view, showing to the crowds 
the illuminated smiling face of the 
Queen. Canada had presented the 
Queen with this specially made black 
Cadillac. It contained floor lights, to 
illuminate the faces of the back seat 
passengers, a bubble top over the back 
seat, and a hard top over the driver's 
seat. Because of the lights inside the 
car, the crowd got a beautiful view of 
the Queen, in a sort of Kodachrome 
effect. Her tangerine colored coat, the 
white close fitting flower hat, and 
happy smile made the Queen look 
prettier, however, than any picture. 

A man in the crowd ran alongside 
the car and called “Hi, Philip. Are 
you having a good time?” Philip grin- 
ned and called back, “Fine, I hope 
you’re enjoying yourself, too”. The 
thirty minute tour of Brockville, the 
first visit to the city by a reigning 
monarch, the only Royal tour to be 
made in darkness, brought light, hap- 
piness, and a reminder of the past to 
the cheering crowd. And I was glad 
that the immediate occasion for the 
royal visit was the official opening of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, a modern 
day marvel in which the United States 
shared. 
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A Backward Glance 


by 
WILLIE D. HALSELL 
“The library is the heart of the 
hole school,” acknowledged one col- 
ge president in his biennial report 
» the Mississippi legislature in 1911. 


But college libraries fifty years ago, 


hen compared to those of the present 
jay, were in a low state. In Mississippi 
the college library too often was the 
stepchild on the campus, lodged in 
wbscure, cramped quarters, starved on 
meager budget, and supervised by a 
versatile professor. 

Usually the library was housed in a 
single room, though the A. & M. Col- 
lege library managed to expand its 
dominion over the fourth floor of the 
Biology building, an odorous space 
oecupied “temporarily” for thirty five 
years. The first material progress in 
the housing problem came with the 
construction (aided by Mr. Carnegie) 





At College Libraries 


of library buildings at Millsaps Col- 
lege in 1906 and the University of Mis- 
sissippi in 1911. 

Book collections appear to have been 
relatively large, judging by a count 
made in 1916: 30,000 in the University 
library, 27,000 at A. & M., 14.631 at 
Millsaps, 10,500 at I. I. & C., 4.700 at 
Blue Mountain College, 4,000 at Mis- 
sissippi College. State Normal College 
(Mississippi Southern) was just getting 
on its feet and was able to report 
1,600 books. 

Several colleges in the state used the 
Dewey Decimal classification system, 
though it must be admitted that scarci- 
ty of shelving space in certain areas 
was almost as likely to determine the 
final destination of a book as was Mr. 
Dewey. 

The stacks were open, of course. The 


(Continued on Page 156) 
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book cases and shelving, fashioned 
from lumber and varied in size, pre- 
sented problems in arrangement and 
dependability. While charging systems 
differed, ledger books in which were 
recorded the necessary items concern- 
ing loans seem to have been in general 
use. The overdue fine in a certain li- 
brary was five cents per day, an 
amount which seems a little steep for 
pre-inflation days. The larger college 
libraries had their doors open approxi- 
mately 60 hours per week, and one 
librarian, apparently a glutton for 
punishment, stated that his library 
operated 364 days in the year. 

Most of the binding was done by 
hand. Cuts, perforations and holes 
were made with the help of machinery, 
but a worker tied and stitched the 
linen thread or cords by hand. For 
realization of some of the joys of 
those early days, try putting together 
by hand a heavy volume of magazines. 

And do that chore on a hot day, too! 
Staff and workers had no such com- 
forts as electric fans and air condition- 
ing. The rest room might be near by, 
but in one case it was two floors be- 
low the library. Drinking water in the 
summer was available for the staff at 


a water cooler, filled daily with ice 
The hardy library workers perforce 
had good health and small appetites, 
for there was no such thing as a staff 
room, nor were “breaks” permitted. 

A professionally trained staff was a 
dream far beyond practical realization, 
and the diversity and complexity of 
today’s organization could not easily 
be imagined. The first few professional 
college librarians in Mississippi, such 
as C. R. Stark and Whitman Davis, 
had the task of training their assis. 
tants. One of them stated in his plea 
for additional workers that he (the 
librarian) did all the classifying, acces. 
sioning, cataloging, mending, collating, 
receiving and checking the mail, in 
addition to assisting the students who 
used the library. 

Books (including government docu- 
ments) and periodicals were the chief 
resources of the college library. No 
filmstrips, no motion pitcures, no 
microfilms, no microcards, no records, 
no recordings, no seminar rooms or 
carrels for studies, no classes, no 
special meetings—life for the librarian 
was uncomplicated by a multiplicity of 
services. Dear reader, if you had your 
“druthers”, would you rather be a li- 
brarian today or fifty years ago? 
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Trustees Like To 


Mrs. Florence Ford reports the first 
hook presented to the library — and 
the only book in the Noxubee County 
Library for about one week was en- 
titled, “Toward Liquor Control”. The 
books were circulated daily, were list- 
ed by title and author, and the borrow- 
ers name signed in a composition 
book. Further “searching” unearthed 
some rather unusual correspondence. 
One gentleman had given the library 
a number of his books, one of them 
being his autobiography. Evidently he 
was an invalid and had directed a 
servant taking care of him to notify 
the library that he wanted them to 
have all of his books. Following this 
letter a card was received from the 
Negro servant as follows: “Please don’t 
send for the library books until I am 
ded.” It was an interesting P. S.! 

Frances Louise Medlin reports the 
public library in Houston, which claims 


Reminisce, Too! ! 


the distinction of being the first 
Carnegie Library in the state, came 
into being through the efforts of the 
late Leland Baskin Reid, superinten- 





Trustees’ Section 











dent for 30 years of the Houston Pub- 
lic Schools, who on January 2, 1908, 
began a correspondence with Andrew 
Carnegie relative to the erection and 
equipment of “a small library adequate 
to the needs of the community”. Since 
1909 when the library became a reality, 
it has enriched the cultural and educa- 
tional life of the Houston area with 
50 years of continuous service. 

It should be noted, too, that it was 
in the year 1909 the Mississippi Li- 
brary Association was organized, and 


(Continued on Page 158) 
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that the 2nd meeting of MLA was held 
at the Houston Public Library in 1911. 
From Mrs. James H. Williams, secre- 
tary, Copiah County Library, Hazle- 
hurst, comes the following account of 
their early days which sounds like a 
case study of library beginnings in 
many Mississippi towns. Today’s Hazle- 
hurst citizens point with honest pride 
to the George W. Covington Memorial 
Library, a building which is the result 
of the united efforts of interested 
citizens for the past 61 years. 


In 1898 the Floral Club sponsored 
a city library movement and under- 
took to make money for their project 
by giving chrysanthemum shows and 
concerts. Each interested citizen was 
asked to pay $1.50 for membership 
dues. 


In 1902 the Culture Club of Hazle- 
hurst also chose as their project “to 
raise funds and to donate furniture to 
the struggling city library”. 


The Constitution and Bylaws provid- 
ed for a board of directors, the first 
members of which were chosen as fol- 
lows: three from the town at large, 
three from the Culture Club, three 
from the Charles E. Hooker Chapter 
of the UDC, and three from the Floral 
Club. This board chose 12 gentlemen 
whom they considered representative 
citizens, and asked for their coopera- 
tion and counsel. Their first actions 
were reduction of the membership fee 
from $1.50 to $1.00, and setting the 
goal of keeping the library open every 
day and evening. 


In the first year, Apri! 1904 to April 
1905, receipts from gifts, entertain- 
ments, membership fees, were $409.80 
and expenditures were $373.40, leaving 
a balance of $112.35 (our trustees hats 
—collectively—are off to those finan- 
cial wizards!) From 1904—1948 the li- 
brary changed locations several times. 
Then a movement for a new building 
was started which culminated in 1949 
in the George W. Covington Memorial 
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Library—today a modern, well-equi 
ped, air-conditioned library, valued 
£75,000. On November 3, 1949, Mis; 
Elizabeth Wise, chairman of Copiah 
County Library Board (and n-w ; 
members of State Library Commissigy 
Board) received a letter of congratuls 
tions on this building as being “the 
first public library erected in the state 
in more than 10 years and the only 
one built by public subscription”. 


* % * 


Net old in years (not two years ol/ 
til end of 1959), but rich in trustes 
is the Rolling Fork Public Library. 
The ariginal trustees still on the board 
—four out of the five—are workinz in 
the library, donating their time. They 
are: Mrs. Brevik Schimmel, Mrs. Jaci 
Baggett, Mrs. H. G. Fenton, Mrs. E 
Spivey. 





Attend The Convention! 
by 
ELIZABETH S. BROWN 


If you want inspiration, intellectual 
stimulation, congenial fellowship that 
comes from sharing problems and ex- 
periences, greater interest in enlarg. 
ing your own contribution to trustee 


ship, increased appreciation of and 
pride in the professional personne! of 
library leadership in Mississippi, 
and more just plain “know how’, plan 
to attend an ALA National Conven- 
tion! Two trustees from the Meridian 
Public Library attending their first 
ALA meeting at the recent Washing 
ton Convention, Mrs. Gordon White 
and Miss Elizabeth S. Brown, were 
completely convinced of these values 
and recommend such an experience 
to all of their fellow trustees. Two 
commissioners from the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission, Mrs. C. A. Doster 
and Jack Hudspeth, were also at the 
Washington meeting, though it was not 
their first time for this interesting 
experience. 
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Around The Libraries 


Encouraging reports on summer 
reading programs came in from all 
over the state. 


In Noxubee County three age groups 
participated, having as a grand finale 
an Indian Powwow in the park for 
juniors. Beaumont gave a diploma for 
twenty books read; Gulfport Carnegie- 
Harrison County Library required two 
travel books to be read before mem- 
bership in the Around the World Club. 


More than 1000 children participated 
in the Alaska Reading Club in Lee 
County. 


First Regional Library reported 
ative interest in the clubs and the 
members of the Clarksdale reading 
cub enjoyed the party that has be- 
come an annual climax to the summer 
program. 


Greenwood-Leflore County Public 
Library found most successful their 
Philosophy Discussion Group, held in 
June and July. 


Public Libraries 


Pascagoula-Jackson County Library 
reports a move from old quarters to 
new, attractive temporary quarters in 
June. 














Plans for the fall include a Great 
Books Discussion Group in Lee Coun- 
ty, Greenwood and also in Itawamba 
County, a Great Literature Program 
in Lee County, as well as a Mental 
Health discussion series there in co- 
operation with the Lee County Mental 
Health Chapter. 








CONGRATULATIONS 
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50th Anniversary 
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The Houston Carnegie Library this year observes 50 years of library service. 
Founded in 1909 at a cost of $6,000, the Houston Carnegie Library had as its 
first librarian, Miss Fannie L. Hightower, now Mrs. D. E. Davis. The late L. B. 
Reid, who was superintendent of Houston schools is to be given much of the 


credit for the Carnegie library coming to Houston. Miss Mabel Adams is present 
librarian. 
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History Day At Evans Memorial Library 


Each year on August 5 the Evans 
Memorial Library honors the memory 
of Dr. W. A. Evans, donor of the li- 
brary and the Colored Branch. His 
birthday has become widely known as 
local History Preservation Day. The 
citizens of the town and county co- 
operate in presenting historical items 
for the library’s manuscript files and 
is small museum. Each year some 
emphasis is chosen for indication on 
the announcement sheets. On the 10th 
celebration attention was called to 
Aberdeen’s Industrial History. 

The Aberdeen Woman’s Club, Pre- 
sent Day League and particularly the 
Aberdeen Genealogical Society co- 
operated in assembling stationery, bill 
heads etc. of the existing business 
firms. Little boys also helped in this. 
These items will someday be part of 
the town’s history. Many of these 
things, representative of earlier firms 
were also contributed and placed on 
display along with numerous old photo- 
graphs, family histories, photostatic 
copies of rare wills, diplomas, etc. 
There was a wide variety of old docu- 
ments this year. 

This outstanding feature of the 
year’s observance was the exhibit em- 
phasizing Aberdeen’s Industries 1836- 
19. Bricks, lumber, shoes, spoke, 
bread, bonnets, iron, copper, hats, 
brooms, buttons, were among the many 


examples indicating the “manufac- 
tories,” of factories of early years. 
Hardest to find for the display was 
a wagon wheel to represent the Aber- 
deen Wagon factories of long ago! On 
across the room displays were ar- 
ranged showing the dates, on down to 
present time and the latest—“Walker 
Manufacturing Plant” with its mufflers 
and tail-pipes. 

Of interest too, to the visitors was 
the arrangement of items which told a 
bit of the life story of the man honored 
in his hometown—Dr. W. A. Evans. 

Serving as hostesses along with the 
librarian were members of the Library 
Board, Woman’s Club, Genealogical 
Society and Twentieth Century Club. 





MERIDIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Meridian Public Library an- 
nounces the beginning of a new ser- 
vice — framed art prints. Fifty-two 
prints representing a variety of schools 
and eras of painting have been 
acquired from the Abrams Art Com- 
pany of New York. 

People use the paintings to decorate 
their homes with a traveling art gal- 
lery checking out a different picture 
each month. Others who are thinking 
of buying a painting use them to help 
in deciding what to buy or where to 
hange it. 
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It’s News To Me - - - 


Mrs. Donald S. McCartney, former 
assistant at the LaFayette (Louisiana) 
Parish Library has joined the Gulf- 
port Carnegie — Harrison County Li- 
brary as children’s librarian. 

Charles H. Morgan has resigned at 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library to 
continued work on his library science 
degree at L.S.U. 

Mrs. Charles Wells has returned to 
the staff after maternity leave. 

Anne Carroll Bunting resigned at 
Clarksdale to become Junior High 
School Librarian at Greenville. 

Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale Public, 
reports every full time member of the 
staff and every trustee a member of 
MLA. 

Miss Helen Cecil, head of Science, 
Business and Industry, Jackson Muni- 
cipal Library received her Master of 
Science Degree from Florida State 
University in August. 


Alice Hamer, now Mrs. Rodney Ran- 
some Sanford, former editor of MLA, 
has returned to the state and will be 
High School Librarian at Greenwood 
this fall. 


Dr. Shirley K. Stephenson, Associate 
Professor of Library Science in the 
Library School of L.S.U. and a former 
resident of Jackson, conducted a Li- 
brary Workshop at Capitol Area Re- 
gional Library headquarters in Ray- 
mond, August 11-12. At this workshop 
luncheon, service awards were pre- 
sented to Maud Turner, of the Magee 
library, and Mrs. R. V. Currie of the 
Utica Library. 

Mrs. Barbara McMillan Webb, form- 
erly high school librarian in Natchez 
and Ackerman, is now assistant re- 
ference librarian at Mississippi State 
University. 

Forrest C. Palmer, Director of Li- 
braries, MSU, will edit the special fall 
issue of Southeastern Librarian de- 
voted to problems of the small col- 
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lege library, Bethany Swearingen 
Millsaps College -librarian, will bh, 
among the contributors. Palmer wa; 
initiated into membership of Beta Phj 
Mu, national library science scholastic 
fraternity at a special meeting held 
in the Folger Shakespeare Library 
during the Washington, D. C., ALA 
convention. 


Mabel Brister, Delta State, was , 
visiting professor in the Library 
Science Department of Appalachian 
State Teachers College, Boone, N. C, 
this summer. 


Jonett Sanford, assistant circulation 
librarian at Delta State, received a 
Master of Science degree from Florida 
State University, August 1959. 


Eleanor Harkins, Delta State Li 
brarian, was state representative on 
the Library Section of the Southem 
States Work Conference, Daytona 
Beach, June 8-12. 


Jcyce Kilmer, MSCW graduate, is 
now Head Catologer, Price Waterhouse 
Corporation, New York City, a special 
libraries assignment. 


Mahala Saville is in Europe again: 
England, Scandinavian countries, Low 
countries. 


On August 29 Laurette Henson be 
came Mrs. Robert Long and Donna 
Whitten became Mrs. Oren Deloach. 
Same day, same time, at churches right 
across the street from each other. 


Ada McCaa, former instructor in 
Library Science in Peabody College ii- 
brary school, has joined the staff of 
the State Department of Education 4 
supervisor of library services. A n# 
tive of Lorman, she is a graduate of 
Hinds Junior College and MSCW and 
holds a Master of Arts in Library 
Science from George Peabody College 
for Teachers, Nashville. She has been 
librarian at Carr Central High School 
in Vicksburg. 
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WE INCREASE 
YOUR BOOK BUDGET BY ACCEPTING DUPLICATES, 
DISCARDS AND GIFTS FOR CREDIT. 
YOUR NEW 
CATALOGUE 
OF EASY BOOKS 
NOW READY! 


SImCE #906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


LIBRARY DISTRIBUTORS 
130 Carondelet Street 
New Orleans 12, La. 








4 Reasons Why “Southern” Is 


The Bindery For You 
1. Certified by the Library Binding Institute. 


2. Free pick-up service. 
3. Binding returned in four to five weeks. 


4. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Southern Library Bindery Company 


2952 Sidco Drive Nashville 4, Tenn. 
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Wallace Branch of Augusta Public Library, Auguste, Georgia 
M. Van Buren, interior Planning Consultant, , NLC. 


AUGUSTA LIBRARY SYSTEM 
Selects = <0 -Esz Shelving 


For their new Wallace Branch, the Augusta, Ga. Public Library chose 
Estey bracket type shelving in Light Gray with end panels finished in 
Danish Blue. Mr. Van Buren says “... have never seen finer shelving 
... Colors were true . . . complemented my over-all decorating scheme.” 


Be sure and visit us at Booth 349 & 350 ; 
in San Francisco at the Convention. 


== —) a Ml, ws SE conPoRATION 


350 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 





